TEXT-BOOK OF SURGERY by unknown
REFERENCES
Committee on Hamoglobin Surveys: "Med. Res. Cncl. Spec. Rep. Ser. No. 252,"
p. 51; 1945.
COLVER, T.: Lancet, i, 245; 1938.
DAVIDSON, L. S. P., FULLERTON, H. W., and CAMPBELL, R. M.: Brit. ined. J., ii, 195;
1935.
DAVIDSON, L. S. P., DONALDSON, G. M. M., DYAR, M. J., LINDSAY, S. T., and
MCSORLEY, J. G. : Brit. med J., ii, 505; 1942.
DAVIDSON, L. S. P., DONALDSON, G. M. M. LINDSAY, S. T., and MICSORLEY, J. G.:
Brit. med. J., ii, 95; 1943.
FULLERTON, H. W., MAIR, M. I., and UNSWORTH, P.: Brit. med. J., ii, 373; 194,4.
MACFARLANE, R. G., et al.: Lancet, i, 282; 1948.
MACFARLANE, R. G.: "Personal Communication"; March, 1948.
MACKAY, H. M. M., et al.: Brit. med. J., ii, 711; 1946.
PHILLIPS, R. A., et al.: "Copper Sulphate Method of Measuring Specific Gravities
of Whole Blood Plasma," New York: Josiah Macy Jr. Foundation; 1946.
Registrar General for England ad Wales: "Decennial Supplement, 1921," Part II,
London: H.M.S.O.; 1927.
Registrar General for Northern Ireland: "Census of Population, 1937 (Belfast County
Borough)," London: H.M.S.O.; 1938.
WILLS, L., MACKAY, H. M. M., BINGHAM, K., and DOBBS, R. H.: J. Hyg. Camb.,
42, 505; 1942.
REVIEW
TEXT-BOOK OF SURGERY. By Patrick Kiely, B.Sc., M.D., M.Ch., F.R.C.S.
(Eng.). Pp. 1184. N. K. Lewis & Co. Ltd. 45s.
THIS massive text-book, except for the chapters on disease of the ear, eye, nose, and throat, is
the wvork of a single author. The writer lays before us his views and opinions after twenty-five
years experience as a general surgeon and as a teacher at University College, Cork.
Professor Kiely is at pains to explain in the preface that this work is intended primarily for
the student reading for his final examination, and not for the specialist or advanced postgraduate
student of surgery. With this in mind he pays scanty attention to operative surgery and leaves
out completely many of the classical operative procedures which have traditionally recurred in
many of the standard British surgical text-books. He has the courage to leave unwritten the usual
chapters on. bacteriology and immunology, rightly believing that these subjects are to be studied
more effectively in their standard text-books.
Criticism of a text-book, and particularly of a first edition, is easy, but an impression is
created that this book is already a little out of date. The recent advances of surgery, particularly
those associated with the introduction of the antibiotics and the anticoagulants, have led to many
changes in surgical treatment, and this work is largely based on the surgery of the era before
these changes. Many sections of the book are already out of date and require rewriting. This is
no doubt in part due to the time taken for a single author to produce a work of such dimensions.
The subject matter is clear, concise, and the volume attractively produced. There are many
long classifications which may appeal to the student, but are too full of rare and unlikely diseases
to be of practical value. One might cavil at the lack of exact dosage where drugs are mentioned,
and at the shortness and lack of detail relative to methods of treatment.
The text is liberally interspersed with diagrams, photographs, and microprints, all in black
and white. The attractiveness of the book and the value of the reproductions wvould be greatly
enhanced if some of these had been reproduced in colour.
It is refreshing to find a full-length text-book by an Irish author from an Irish medical school,
and we welcome it as a new partner to the already established favourites from British medical
schools.
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